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BALMORAL SOUTH MINING PROJECT APPROVALS 

464. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the minister’s shaky and nervous performance yesterday and to his admission that he had spoken to the 
Minister for Environment on behalf of billionaire National Party donor, Clive Palmer. 

(1) On which date did the minister pressure the Minister for Environment and what did he say to her? 

(2) Which other ministers has the minister or his office spoken to on behalf of Mr Palmer? 

(3) Will the minister now release the 21-plus documents that contain information about his contact with Mr 
Palmer, and his office effectively lobbying on his behalf? 

(4) Given that the minister has refused to release those documents thus far to Parliament, when will he table 
his notification for this refusal and provide a copy to the Auditor General so that he can form an opinion 
on the grounds the minister has chosen? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
(1)–(4) What a load of rubbish; what an absolute load of rubbish! I made it very clear yesterday in response to 

the member’s very shallow argument on this issue that I had no formal discussions with the Minister for 
Environment, I made no attempt to lobby on behalf of Mineralogy, and I made no attempt to influence 
the process. As events have shown, there was no influence on the process. It was claimed in the debate 
yesterday that Mineralogy sought to avoid the appeals process. It did not avoid the appeals process; it 
said that it believed that under section 26 of the state agreement act that it should not have to pay a 
bond. It will have to pay a bond. There are no grounds for the matters that the opposition accuses me of. 
I will also add that the Freedom of Information Act is very clear in that it protects commercial-in-
confidence information. It does not protect ministers. My thoughts, opinions, musings or comments 
would not be exempt under the FOI act. They would be available, and that is what the opposition has. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You signed the letter! You’re the one who decided! You decided that it was commercial-in-
confidence. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: It is not my decision. We have relied on the decision of the FOI commissioner and the State 
Solicitor’s Office on what is exempt under the terms of the FOI act. I say again that the FOI act — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: See what the Auditor General says! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am happy to do that; absolutely happy to do that. I have reviewed all the documents and 
there is absolutely nothing in any of these documents that would make me feel remotely uncomfortable; 
absolutely nothing. The documents have not been released because of the commercial-in-confidence nature of 
the information about Mineralogy. That is why the FOI act is in place, and that is being reviewed by the State 
Solicitor’s Office. If it needs to be referred to the Auditor General’s office, that is exactly what will happen. 
 


